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Not   Inclusion   but   Exclusion

WHAT makes the system of education sponsored by Macaulay and
the Anglicists in India a hundred years ago "Western" is not what
it included but what it excluded-, it was not so much the inclusion
of "English science and English literature," but the exclusion of
the indigenous literatures, classical and vernacular. The exclusion
was inspired by contempt for literary and scientific contributions
of the Indian peoples. In Europe the science taught at any time
approximates to the latest advances then made, and not the level
attained in times long gone by, albeit it was all through Western.
It is modern science that is taught, and not the science of
the ancient Greeks, though the latter was also "Western" and
formed the foundation for all modern science. Primitive and, from
the modern standpoint, untenable in many respects as was the
Western science of the previous ages, no contempt is poured on it
and its exponents of bygone ages. They are referred to with appreci-
ation, gratitude and reverence as pioneers. But Macaulay and his
colleagues poured ridicule and contempt on Hindu science. The
result was that the educational system precluded the critical examin-
ation and assimilation of such scientific achievements as stood to
the credit of the Indians. It was left to other individuals and bodies
to undertake such investigation, and even then the results thereof
were not incorporated in the teaching in the schools and colleges.
The educational institutions had an inevitable tendency to instil
an inferiority complex among the students and sap confidence and
self-respect.

That ancient "Hindu" contribution to science was not the trash
that Macaulay made it out is attested by what Dr. W. C. D. Dampier-